upon to declare unequivocallv their extreme regret that the plan proposed is not one to which they can lend their assent, considering that many of the provisions of the Bill will operate injuriously to the interests of the whole profession, and tend to degrade the general practitioner." ' Mr. WAKLEY, M.P., in seconding the resolution, condemned most strongly the conduct of the committee of the National ! , Association of General Practitioners for having let slip the fairest and best opportunity that had ever offored of placing the general practitioner in his right and high position.
Mr. HOOPER and Mr. I'oN spoke in much the same terms of the treacherous manner in which the Committee of the National Association had led members of that body astray.
(The President having left the chair, GEORGE BOTTOMLEY, Esq. (Croydon) as Vice-President, was called to the chair.) The motion having then been put by the chairman, was unanimously carried.
A lengthened discussion having taken place, in a more detailed manner, into the proceedings of the National Association, the following resolution was carried; moved by Mr. WAKLEY, M.P., seconded by Mr. HARRisoN, and spoken to by every member of council present :-" That the .Committee of the National Association of General Practitioners having entirely forfeited the confidence of this council, and considering that the further continuance of our pre-I sident as one of that body might induce the profession to believe I that we do not disapprove of the conduct of the committee, we are decidedly of opinion that Dr. Webster ought no longer to remain in that body as the EX-oFFicio representative of this Association." " On the motion of Mr. HoopER, seconded by Mr. EALES, it was unanimously resolved-. " That the members of the council of this Association pledge themselves to use every means in their power to maintain their just corporate rights and interests in the College of Surgeons, as members of that college."
Resolved, " That this meeting do adjourn to Tuesday next, the 3rd of June, 1845." Throughout the present discussion, as well as that of last week, all the speakers, while condemning the conduct of the COMMITTEE of the National Association, entirely disclaimed the remotest reflection on the personal honour and character of Dr. WEBSTER and Mr. READ, the two members of that body. PETITION That the fact of such names existing and having existed, speaks much for a nation's intellect, but doubly so when it is remembered that this body, instead of spreading the light of science, has cramped intellectual exertions. 1. That this body has so conducted the powers entrusted to it, as to be injurious to the profession and ruinous to the community ; to the former, inasmuch as they endeavour to depreciate people whom they formerly attested to be worthy of all confidence ; and to the latter, if their own words be true, by inflicting on them, as fully qualified, in-adequate medical advisers. 2. That your petitioner believes there exists in this corporation the foundation of much power and national honour, and that it behoves every member of this empire who loves his country, to build on that foundation to such country's best advantage.
That while the Council of the College went in this wrong path, it was, perhaps, the course likely to be taken by all corporations while the good things of office were their own, and as long as clamour, popular or from its members, remained subdued; but the voice of the members, as well as the popular voice, having cried in vain, your petitioner conceives, that with an impartial mind the legislature should interfere and do that for the people which a limited corporation can never do, but which wise legislators should ever do-look to that machine of state, whose mind, blood, and muscles, are wanted both in peace and war.
That your petitioner conceives a separate incorporation might be temporarily injurious to the general practitioners, and, ultimately, ruinous to the College of Surgeons, but that the junction of the former to the latter, on the representative principle, is most desirable, and would give an impulse to the science of medicine in this country which the most ardent can scarce contemplate.
That your petitioner therefore prays of your honourable House the enfranchisement of the general practitioners in the College of Surgeons, in preference to a separate incorporation.
And your petitioner will ever pray.
WILLIAJlI RYAN.
THE AMENDED MEDICAL BILL AND THE PROJECTED CHARTER.
MANCHESTER. To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SiR,-We are instructed to forward to you, for insertion in your valuable and influential journal, a copy of a resolution passed at a meeting of the Manchester committee, appointed to watch the progress of the " Bill for regulating the Profession of Physic and Surgery," now before the House of Commons; and to request the favour of your advocating the principles therein set forth.
We are, Sir, your obedient servants, THOMAS DORRINGTON, Hon. S ISAAC A. FRANKLIN, gon, Secs. ISAAC A. Fi Jon. ecs.
Manchester Medical Library, 38, Faulkner-street, May 21st, 1845.
RESOLUTION.
At a meeting of the Committee of MEDICAL REFORM AssocrA-TION in this town, held in the Manchester Medical Library, on the 20th of May, 1845, it was resolved-That this committee ia of opinion that the Medical Reform Bill now before the House of Commons imperatively requires such modifications as that, lst, In the initiatory examining board, intended as a common poital for all branches of the profession, the proposed NEW COLLEGE OF GENERAL PRACTITIONERS in Medicine, Surgery, and Midwifery, shall be dniy represented by having members thereon in the same number as the Colleges of Surgeons and Physicians; 2nd, The members of the new college shall be entitled to retain on the proposed register their present title of " surgeons," in the same manner as the FELLOWS of the College of Surgeons; and, 3id,
The new college shall stand, in every respect, on the same footing with the other colleges; and further, that if this position be not guaranteed to the GENERAL PRACTITION:ERS by their proposed CHARTER of Incorporation and by the BILL, this committee pledges itself to oppose their further progress.
BRECON.
To the Editor 0/*THE LANCET.
SIR,-Perfectly coinciding with you, in your opinion of the conduct of the Committee of the National Association, as expressed in THE LANCET of the 10th and 17th instant, I herewith forward to you a copy of a petition I forwarded last week to Colonel T. Wood, with a request that he would give it his support in the House of Commons. The petition was signed by every surgeon and general practitioner practising in the hindreds of Crickhowel, Merthyr, Brecon, and Talgarth, in this county, with the exception of one, whose absence from home alone prevented his signing it; I also sent a copy of the petition to the Committee of the National Association. 
